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abnormalities except for a high pulse frequency. The ECG in 
Fig. 1 was recorded while performing carotid sinus massage.
Questions
1. What is the most likely diagnosis of the tachycardia?
2. What is the likely origin of the eighth QRS complex?
3.  What is the potential explanation for the morphology of 
the ninth QRS complex?
Answer
You will find the answer elsewhere in this issue.
Open Access This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution License which permits any use, distribution, and 
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author(s) and the 
source are credited.
A 50-year-old woman without a prior medical history was 
referred to the emergency room by a general practitioner 
because of palpitations. Two hours before, the patient had 
experienced her heart suddenly beating faster, but was other-
wise feeling well. She was not using any medicine and denied 
substance abuse. Physical examination did not reveal any 
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Fig. 1 ECG during carotid sinus massage
 
